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Students will:   *Determine a central idea of a text while providing a summary without bias.
*Cite textual evidence.
*Analyze in text key events that are introduced and elaborated on.
*Determine the meaning of words and phrases used in text.
*Analyze text and how it contributes to the development of the ideas.
*Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text.
*Compare and contrast various expository pieces based on the same topic.
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6 RI 1 Cite textual evidence to 
support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly 
as well as inferences
drawn from the text.

Students identify central idea as the underlying message suggested by an author in a piece of writing. 
Students identify one central idea in a text and then identify the details in the text that support the 
central idea. Then they will explain how the details express the central idea.
Students summarize the text to identify a central idea along with supporting details.  Summaries are 
objective and do not contain personal opinions or perspectives.
Students write an objective summary about the central idea and supporting details in an article from 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) National Weather Service Office of 
Meteorology on how people plan for and respond to drought.  
Students read an article relating to the structure of government (e.g., theocracy, dictatorship, 
republic, monarchy, democracy, anarchy, etc.). Students may identify the central idea of the article 
and identify supporting details. Students may then present a summary of the article.
Students may read an informational article about a historically relevant topic (e.g., early civilizations, 
Renaissance, ancient Greece and Rome, etc.) to determine the central idea and provide an objective 
summary. 

Informational Text Response
Grade 6 Unit 2
After reading folklore from a particular country, choose informational text about the country/culture 
of origin to read. What does the informational text tell you about a country/culture that folklore does 
not? Write your thoughts in your journal, and share your ideas with a partner. 
(RI.6.2, RI.6.4)
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6 RI 2 Determine a central 
idea of a text and how it 
is conveyed through 
particular details; 
provide a summary of 
the text distinct from 
personal opinions or 
judgments

Students identify central idea as the underlying message suggested by an author in a piece of writing. 
Students identify one central idea in a text and then identify the details in the text that support the 
central idea. Then they will explain how the details express the central idea.
Students summarize the text to identify a central idea along with supporting details.  Summaries are 
objective and do not contain personal opinions or perspectives.
Students write an objective summary about the central idea and supporting details in an article from 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) National Weather Service Office of 
Meteorology on how people plan for and respond to drought.  
Students read an article relating to the structure of government (e.g., theocracy, dictatorship, 
republic, monarchy, democracy, anarchy, etc.). Students may identify the central idea of the article 
and identify supporting details. Students may then present a summary of the article.
Students may read an informational article about a historically relevant topic (e.g., early civilizations, 
Renaissance, ancient Greece and Rome, etc.) to determine the central idea and provide an objective 
summary.  

Informational Text Response
Grade 6 Unit 2
After reading folklore from a particular country, choose informational text about the country/culture 
of origin to read. What does the informational text tell you about a country/culture that folklore does 
not? Write your thoughts in your journal, and share your ideas with a partner. 
(RI.6.2, RI.6.4)
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6 RI 3 Analyze in detail how a 
key individual, event, or 
idea is introduced, 
illustrated, and 
elaborated in a text 
(e.g., through examples 
or anecdotes).

Students read a text and explain how the author introduces, illustrates and elaborates on a key 
individual, event or idea. 
Students identify specific examples, anecdotes, and facts to give support to their analysis.
Students analyze in detail how the early years of Harriet Tubman (as related by author Ann Petry in 
Harriet Tubman: Conductor on the Underground Railroad) contributed to her later becoming a 
conductor on the Underground Railroad, attending to how the author introduces, illustrates, and 
elaborates upon the events in Tubman’s life.
Students read historically accurate accounts of individuals, events, or ideas to analyze how the author 
elaborates by using examples or anecdotes.

Genealogy/Multimedia Generations Project
Grade 6 Unit 3
As a way for you to personalize immigrations stories, you are encouraged to learn about the countries 
from which your family immigrated. Interview three family members (or family friends) from different 
generations for this project, asking questions about significant aspects of their respective childhoods 
and growing up. The purpose of this project is to get perspectives from different generations within 
one family to show how we are shaped by the experiences we have and by the people we encounter. 
You will share what you learn in a multimedia format with the class, and upload it to the class 
webpage to facilitate sharing with family members far away. 
(RI.6.3, RI.6.7)
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6 RI 4 Determine the meaning 
of words and phrases
as they are used in a 
text, including 
figurative,
connotative, and 
technical meanings.

Students will interpret the meaning of words and phrases within a given text. Students will 
recognize and explain figurative language, connotative meanings, and technical meanings.  
Students determine the figurative and connotative meanings of words such as wayfaring, 
laconic, and taciturnity as well as of phrases such as hold his peace in John Steinbeck’s 
Travels with Charley: In Search of America.  
Students determine the meaning of words and phrases in a scientific article or text (e.g., 
tornados, hurricanes, sandstorms, droughts, flooding, etc.).  
Connections:
SC06.S3C1.01 and 02

Word Study
Grade 6 Unit 2
Keep an index card file of words studied while reading various myths, legends, tall tales, or 
pour quoi tales. Keeping the words on index cards will help you when we sort words by 
prefix, suffix, root words, meaning, spelling feature, etc. Did you find words you recognize 
that are from the country/culture of the folklore read? How can word origins, or etymology, 
affect our understanding of the words? (Note: This will be an ongoing activity all year long.) 
(L.6.4, RI.6.4)

HUSD Materials, 
Resources, and 

Assessments

Rev. 7/2015

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f6th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f6th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f6th%20Grade&Folder


6 RI 5 Analyze how a 
particular sentence, 
paragraph, chapter, or 
section fits into the 
overall structure of a 
text and contributes to 
the development of the 
ideas.

Students will explain that knowledge of the organization and structure of a text helps to guide 
understanding of the text. 
Students will explain how the major sections contribute to the whole as well as to the development of 
the author’s ideas.  
Students will read a sentence, paragraph, or chapter and explain how it fits into the overall text. 
Students analyze how the sentence, “To no one will we sell, to none will we deny or delay, right or 
justice,” contributes to the purpose and ideas of the Magna Charta. 
Students analyze a historically significant, non-fiction text to understand the role particular sentences 
play in developing and refining a key concept.  
Connection:
SS06.S2C5.01

“Just the Facts” Graphic Organizer
Grade 6 Unit 5 
You and your classmates will read different mysteries, keep track of this information in your journal, 
or mark your book with sticky notes, to facilitate class discussions:
• Title and author of your mystery
• Each character’s name, his/her traits, and his/her role in the mystery
• List of clues, including page numbers on which they are found
• Make and revise predictions (Since mystery stories continually evolve, it is important to make
predictions and return to them each time new evidence is found).
• Solution
Your teacher may ask you to write your own response in your journal and share it with a partner 
before class discussion. 
(RI.6.4, RI.6.5)
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6 RI 6 Determine an author’s 
point of view or purpose 
in a text and explain 
how it is conveyed in 
the text (Level 1: Quote, 
Illustrate, Recognize, 
Identify, Recall, State)

Students recognize an author’s point of view or intended purpose for writing.  Students 
identify the possible purpose the author had in creating the text and identify the possible 
audience the text seems to be addressing to develop a stronger understanding of the 
author’s point of view.
Students select an article from National Geographic Explorer and identify the purpose of the 
article, the intended audience, and the details supporting the purpose. Article topics that 
connect with the Science and Social Studies Standards include how people respond to 
natural disasters (e.g., flash floods, dust storms, tornadoes, hurricanes, earthquakes, etc.),  
how scientists explores bodies of water (e.g., rivers, oceans, lakes, ponds, streams, etc.), 
and the effectiveness of solar energy.
Students determine an author’s point of view or purpose in an article about a topic of 
interest (e.g., renewable and nonrenewable energy, fossil fuels, nuclear reactions, solar 
energy, etc.).  
Connections:
SC06.S5C3.01, SS06.S4C3.01

Introductory Activity/Class Discussion 
Grade 6 Unit 6
Your teacher will read A is for Airplane: An Aviation Alphabet by Mary Ann McCabe Riehle 
and/or The Airplane Alphabet Book by Jerry Pallotta to the class. How can picture books give 
you background information about topics that may be new to you? Were you surprised by 
the amount of information within an alphabet book? Talk with a partner about the answers 
to these questions, then write your own response in your journal. 
(RI.6.6, RI.6.7)
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6 RI 9 Compare and contrast 
one author’s 
presentation of events 
with that of another 
(e.g., a memoir written 
by and a biography on 
the same person).

Students compare and contrast two authors’ approaches to the same topic. 
Students identify the similarities and differences in the events presented by each author.
Students compare and contrast the presentation of events of Anne Franks’ life as written from her 
perspective in The Diary of Anne Frank and Anne Frank: The Biography by Melissa Muller. 
Students read scientific reports about a same topic in which conflicting information is presented to 
analyze the information and interpretation of the author. 
Students read articles in which information is presented about the same era (e.g., fall of the Roman 
Empire, the Crusades, etc.) by more than one author to analyze the information and interpretation of 
the author. 
Connections:
SS06.S2C2; C3, SC06.S1C3.03

Class Discussion
Grade 6 Unit 3
Talk about the accomplished  people you have studied. How are their stories alike? Different? What 
traits do they have in common? Cite specific information from the text read to justify your response. 
Write a summary of the class discussion in your journal. 
(L.6.1, RI.6.9)
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